MEDIAEVAL TRAVELLERS TO  INDIA.               847
account of Taprobane (Ceylon), then under two kings.
Her foreign trade was much : her ports were frequented
by merchants from India, China, Persia, Ethiopia. The
imports were silks, aloes, clove wood, sandal wood,
pepper, copper, sesame wood, materials for dress, musk
or castor and horses from Persia, free of customs. The
Persians had entered into the Indian trad Cosmas
found many Christian Churches in Ceylon and Southern
India.
Indo-European intercourse suffered a good deal from
the Saracenio opposition. After the Crusades, Rdbbi
Benjamin of Tudella was the first of the Mediaeval
Travellers to India. A translation of his Travels is
given in Pinkerton's collection of voyages &c. Vol. VIIk
p, i. Sir George Birdwood's Report on the old Records
0f the India Office^ 2nd Ed* gives an account of the
Mediaeval Travellers to the East. A complete List is
given by Lord Curzon in his Introduction to Persia.
(v) Benjamin set out from Spain in n6oA, D. He
mentions an island called Nekrokis (Ormuz ?) in the
Persian Gulf, which had a great trade in Indian goods,
esp, in silk, purple manufactures, hemp, cotton, flax,
cloth and spices.
Benjamin most probably visiicu the west coast of
India. For, he mentions a place growing immense
quantities of pepper ; and noted for intense heat, where
the people were mostly fire-worshippers who exposed
their dead to the mercy of the elements, This description
reminds us of Malabar noted for its pepper cultivation
and the Pawee settlers. Benjamin here repeats the